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Tohoku University Code of Conduct for

Fair Research Activities
November 26, 2013

Board of Directors

1. The Purpose of the Code of Conduct

Tohoku University pursues the “Research First” tradition, “Open Door” policy, and “Practice Oriented Research
and Education” spirit. By doing so, it has consistently kept its door open to the world as a research-centered
university, and promoted the development of “an international center of intellectual creation and education”
committed to diversity and underpinned by foresight and expertise. Through these efforts, Tohoku University
tackles and strives to resolve the difficult problems confronting contemporary society, and works to fulfill its

responsibility to the future of humanity and the Earth.

Research is a craft that creates knowledge and culture shared by humanity, and its fruits contribute to the
progress and advancement of society. Individuals engaged in research activities at Tohoku University, including
faculty, staff, and students, are required to satisfy the social mandate as experts, exercise their right to uncover
the truth based on their own professional judgment, as well as conduct fair research activities, adhere to social

norms, laws, and ordinances, and fulfill their social responsibility as researchers under academic freedom.

Researchers have a responsibility to ensure the quality of the expertise and the skills that they produce, and must
endeavor to harness their expertise, skills, and experience to contribute to the uncovering of the truth, the health

and welfare of humanity, the safety and tranquility of society, and the sustainability of the environment.

Bearing in mind the magnitude of the social role fulfilled by research activities, Tohoku University and
researchers have a responsibility to conscientiously take part in forging and maintaining sound relationships
between their respective research and society. As part of this duty, Tohoku University hereby sets out a code of

conduct which researchers should adhere to.

2. The Principles of Fair Research Activities

Researchers are required to take the following actions for the fair execution of research activities:

(1) Respect the achievements of preceding research, and perform research based on objective and sufficient grounds;

(2) Show fairness in citing and giving credit for the work of others;

(3) Respect the characters of individuals in research, education, and academic societies’ activities, without
discriminating based on race, gender, social class, ideology, religion, or any other personal characteristic;

(4) Handle humans, animals, the environment, and the objects of study with respect and care;

(5) Carry out research in each discipline in accordance with proper research procedures, and appropriately
manage and use data;

(6) When publishing results, establish authorship appropriately based on substantive research contribution;

(7) If carrying out activities in partnership and in cooperation with organizations or companies outside of the
university, take care to avoid conflict of interest with the public good or with the duties of the university;

(8) Account for research funding sources, and adhere to the rules on the use of research funds; and

(9) Adhere to research-related laws, ordinances, and guidelines established by relevant government agencies and
other institutions, including those regarding the environment, safety, bioethics, and security trade control, as

well as the regulations of academic societies to which the researcher belongs. In the case of international joint
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research, adhere to the rules of relevant countries and organizations.

3. Ban Against Misconduct and Improper Dealing in Research Activities, and Compliance with
Laws and Ordinances

Researchers and the university must comply with the following for the fair execution of research activities:

(1) Researchers and the university must not commit misconduct in research activities (fabrication, falsification,
and plagiarism), and should there be any misconduct, must correct it.

(2) Researchers and the university must not commit “improper dealings” in research activities. “Improper
dealings” refer to, for example, breach of obligation related to conflict of interest, breach of confidentiality,
failure to obtain the consent of research subjects, abuse of research subjects or materials, improper authorship
which does not reflect research contribution, duplicate submission or duplicate publication, and fragmentary
publication of research that can be published in a single paper. These improper dealings undermine trust in
research. Proper methods shared among the academic community must be used for research procedures, data
management, and the publication of research results.

(3) In executing research activities, researchers and the university must not deviate from laws and ordinances as
well as guidelines for the respective research field. Researchers and the university must not misuse research
funds, such that their use is not in accordance with the rules.

(4) Researchers and the university must neither attempt to conceal misconduct and improper dealings in research
activities, nor retaliate against whistleblowers or take other such actions.

(5) The university must prevent misconduct and improper dealings in research activities. If any doubts arise, the

university must address them appropriately.

4. Maintenance and Enhancement of Research Ethics

Researchers and the university must make the following efforts to maintain and enhance research ethics:

(1) Researchers must make efforts to maintain research ethics, and shall not neglect self-improvement and
learning.

(2) Those engaged in the mentoring of young researchers and students must fulfill their responsibilities to future
generations by giving guidance on research ethics.

(3) The university must conduct activities to promote and spread the adoption of research ethics.
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Guidelines for Appropriate Publication of Research Results

at Tohoku University
December 22, 2017
Approved by the General Manager of Research Ethics Promotion

The Guidelines for Appropriate Publication of Research Results (established by the Board of Directors on November
26, 2013; revised on March 23, 2015) shall be entirely revised as follows.

1. Purpose

The purpose of these Guidelines is to specify principles for researchers who engage in research at Tohoku University

(hereinafter referred to as “Researcher”) to follow so as to ensure their responsible publication of research while

respecting the basic set of values including fairness, good faith, accuracy and objectivity, which is required to be

adhered to uniformly, in accordance with the “Tohoku University Code of Conduct for Fair Research Activities”
(established by the Board of Directors on November 26, 2013).

2. Principles of Fair Activities in the Publication of Results

In publishing research results, Researchers are required to respect the following general rules:

@

2
@

@)

®)

(6)

@)

®)

Respect precedent research results, and ensure that the results to be published are objective and based on
sufficient evidence.

Do not perform any specific misconduct such as fabrication, falsification or plagiarism.

Set the scope of authorship in accordance with actual contributions to the research, such as the setting of
the research conception and design, data acquisition, the analysis and interpretation of data, and the preparation
and examination of the research paper, and in accordance with appropriate standards that are shared
among academic communities. Persons holding the authorship must give their approval of the final paper.
Improper authorship such as gift authorship to include an unqualified person as an author, or ghost authorship
to exclude a person despite his/her qualification as an author must not be exercised.

Proper acknowledgment shall be stated for relevant persons who are not qualified for authorship but have
cooperated in the research.

In order to protect the originality and reliability of the research in the publication of results, do not carry
out any of duplicate submission, duplicate publication, split presentation or split publication.

Exercise due care to prevent the publication of results from causing any conflict with public interest or with
the duties of the University.

In the publication of results, specify the research funding sources to fulfill accountability and the responsibility
to disclose any conflicts of interest.

In the publication of research results through press releases or mass media, consider the characteristics,
influence and reporting stance of the mass media, and also the scientific knowledge of general audiences,
and exercise care to ensure the accurate communication of results.

In the case where an author is informed of any suspicion of specific misconduct, fraudulent action or other
improper actions arising in relation to the publication of results, the author shall explain that responsible

research activities were conducted.
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3. Roles of Responsible Persons in the Publication of Collaborative Research

In the publication of collaborative research, researchers responsible for overall control of the entire collaborative
research publication, such as the corresponding author and the last author (senior author), are required to engage in
their duties in a manner that ensures the fairness of such publication, for example, by confirming that a “research
result publication confirmation sheet” set forth in the “Guideline of Collaborative Research for the Promotion of
Responsible Research at Tohoku University” (approved by the General Manager of Research Ethics Promotion on
March 29, 2016) is submitted without fail.

In the publication of collaborative research, researchers responsible for overall control of the entire collaborative
research publication, such as the corresponding author and the last author (senior author), are required to engage in
their duties in a manner that ensures the fairness of such publication, for example, by confirming that a “research
result publication confirmation sheet” set forth in the “Guideline of Collaborative Research for the Promotion of
Responsible Research at Tohoku University” (approved by the General Manager of Research Ethics Promotion on
March 29, 2016) is submitted without fail.
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Guidelines for Submitting a Ph.D. Dissertation

September 8, 2014
Tohoku University

The Tohoku University Code of Conduct for Fair Research Activities * and the Guidelines for the Proper
Publication of Research Findings *, both established on November 26, 2013, apply to all students involved in
research activities.

After writing a Ph.D. dissertation stating your research results, submitting it to your graduate school, and
successfully defending it, you must then upload a digital copy of the dissertation to the Tohoku University
Repository, an Internet archive, within one year of being awarded your degree. The digital copy will become a
permanent record available for use globally by the public and other scholars.

Follow the guidelines below carefully to ensure that the process goes smoothly. Guidelines specic to your
graduate school may be attached to this document.

* http://www.bureau.tohoku.ac.jp/kenkyo/fh/fuseibousi.htm

1. Basic Principles

It is essential to obey the Copyright Act of Japan. If you are not sure what the law prescribes, you should
visit the Copyright Research and Information Center website (http://www.cric.or. jp/english/qa/index.
html).

Please also be aware of any laws and regulations that may apply if your research collaborator(s) and/or

publisher are from another country.

2. Including Your Previously Published Material

2.1 The Main ldea: If you are planning to write a dissertation containing material you have previously
published or material that has been accepted for publication in an academic journal, you should follow the
journal's policy for uploading such work to the Internet archive. Namely, your previously published material
cannot be used in the dissertation in a form that is against the publishing journal's policy.

2.2 Journal Policies: The policies of major journals can be found in public databases.

- Domestic journals: SCPJ (http://scpj.tulips.tsukuba.ac.jp/)

- Oversea publishers: SHERPA/RoMEO (http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/)

If you are unable to fully understand the policy, refer to the explanation provided by Tohoku University
Library (http://ir.library.tohoku.ac.jp/tourfag-e.html).

If the journal is not found in the above databases, or if you need further information, please contact the
publisher directly.

2.3 Bibliographic Information: If your dissertation contains material that you have previously pub- lished,
you must provide the author name(s), title, journal name, volume, issue, page numbers and DOI in the table

of contents or in the appropriate chapter/section titles.

3. Agreement among Co-Authors

If you are writing a dissertation that contains previously published material or material that has been

accepted for publication in an academic journal, and the material was co-authored, all co- authors must
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agree to the inclusion of that material in your dissertation. They must also agree that the dissertation will
become public via the repository. Consult your supervisor for details concerning the process of obtaining
co-author agreement.

In general, co-author agreement must be obtained in the same manner as that for collaborators on a

research project.

4. How to Lawfully Quote the Work of Others

4.1 The Main Idea: Quoting the work of others that has already been made public, including text, tables,
charts and photos, in your dissertation without permission from the author is acceptable as long as the
quotation is lawful. A quotation is legally defined as such if the material in question is clearly distinguished
from the rest of the work and occupies a sufficiently small fraction of your dissertation in quantity. Further,
the quotation is lawful provided the following: that it is compatible with fair practice; that the extent of
the quotation is justified by the purpose for which it is used, such as critique or research; and that its
bibliographic information is provided.

4.2 Lawful Quotation: For lawful quotation, the quoted text must be either enclosed in quotation marks or
written in italics. Quoted work other than text must appear in your dissertation so that readers can easily
see that it is quoted. Further, bibliographic information must both be associated with each quoted part and
include the author name(s), title, journal name, volume, issue, page numbers and DOI.

4.3 Quantity of Quotation: The Copyright Act does not mention a limit for the amount of material that is
able to be quoted in another paper. This implies that the conditions given above for lawful quotation are
crucial. The original author's approval is required when using images or photos because such quotation
could exceed the extent justified by the purpose, depending on the size and the resolution of the image,
and therefore infringe the copyright. Note that some academic disciplines or journals specify the amount of
material that is able to be quoted with numerical values.

4.4 Summarizing the Work of Others: When summarizing or paraphrasing the work of others, it should be
clear that the bibliographic information of the original work must be provided. However, the referencing
style will vary based on the academic discipline or community.

4.5 Using a Plagiarism Checker: You are strongly encouraged to use a plagiarism checker before
submitting your dissertation to help ensure that it contains only lawful quotations. Consult your supervisor

when you apply the checker to your dissertation.

5. Inventions

If your dissertation includes an invention, an invention notification should be submitted to the university
(http://www.rpip.tohoku.ac.jp/gakunai/todokede.html) in order to finish the filing of patent applications

before it is presented. Other considerations are necessary if the defense is open to the public.

6. Delay in Uploading to the Repository

You may reasonably delay uploading a digital copy of your dissertation to the repository until a specified
point in the future. Typical examples of reasons for delaying the upload and the required form can be found

in ATTN: Students Submitting Ph.D. Dissertation, which will be distributed by your graduate school. If
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you have decided to delay the uploading your dissertation, you are required to upload a summary to the

repository in its place.

7. Responsibility to Society

"Scientists shall recognize that there exist possibilities that their research results, contrary to their own
intentions, may be used for destructive actions, and shall select appropriate means and methods as allowed
by society in conducting research and publicizing the results."

- Quoted from guideline no. 6 of the Code of Conduct for Scientists (Revised), Science Council of Japan,
2013.
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